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House of Burgess: Romney ruled 
right 


Obama dismissed, Trump flattered Putin 


By Rob Burgess 
Tribune columnist 


When former Massachusetts Gov. Mitt Romney was the Republican 
candidate for president in 2012, he was widely mocked for his concern 


about Russia. (I remember having a bit of a chuckle about it myself.) 


“Russia is, without question, our number one geopolitical foe,” Romney told 


CNN’s Wolf Blitzer on March 26, 2012. 


President Barack Obama made a point to bring this up during the final 


debate Oct. 22, 2012, at Lynn University in Boca Raton, Florida. 


“In the 1980s, they’re now calling to ask for their foreign policy back 


because, you know, the Cold War’s been over for 20 years,” Obama said. 


I doubt Obama is laughing about this much lately. I know I’m not. 


At the final debate of this election season on Oct. 19, 2016, at the University 
of Nevada, Las Vegas, Democratic candidate Hillary Clinton asserted 
Russian President Vladimir Putin would “rather have a puppet as president 


of the United States.” 


Republican candidate Donald Trump returned with the classic Pee-wee 


Herman, “I know you are are, but what am I?” retort. 


“No puppet. No puppet,” he bellowed. “You’re the puppet! No, you’re the 


puppet.” 


Thursday, the Federal Bureau of Investigation and Department of Homeland 
Security released a Joint Analysis Report on “Russian Malicious Cyber 
Activity” in favor of Trump’s candidacy, code named “Grizzly Steppe.” The 


same day, Obama announced sanctions. 


“Thirty-five Russian diplomats expelled from the U.S. by President Obama 
have left the country,” reported BBC News on Sunday. “Putin had been 


expected to respond in kind, with the expulsion of U.S. diplomats from its 


territory. However, he later said he would not ‘stoop’ to ‘irresponsible 


7 


diplomacy,’ but rather attempt to repair relations once Trump takes office.’ 


Putin has reason for optimism as Dec. 13 Trump nominated ExxonMobil 
CEO Rex Tillerson for the secretary of state. (The same job Romney had 


been up for.) 


“[Putin] decorated the heads of Eni [Claudio Descalzi] and ExxonMobil 
[Tillerson] with the Order of Friendship for their big contribution to 
developing cooperation in the energy sector,” reads a June 21, 2013, 


Kremlin press release. 


The facts have justified Romney’s preoccupation. A precious few 
Republicans, including South Carolina Sen. Lindsey Graham and 2008 


presidential candidate Arizona Sen. John McCain, are also rightly alarmed. 


“The retaliatory measures announced by the Obama administration today 
are long overdue,” read their joint statement Thursday. “But ultimately, 
they are a small price for Russia to pay for its brazen attack on American 
democracy. We intend to lead the effort in the new Congress to impose 


stronger sanctions on Russia.” 


House Speaker Paul Ryan also didn’t mention Trump in his response, but 


instead took the opportunity to bash Obama. 


“Russia does not share America’s interests. In fact, it has consistently 
sought to undermine them, sowing dangerous instability around the world. 
While today’s action by the administration is overdue, it is an appropriate 
way to end eight years of failed policy with Russia. And it serves as a prime 
example of this administration’s ineffective foreign policy that has left 


America weaker in the eyes of the world.” 


Ryan and his party seem complacent to leave Trump’s Russia ties largely 
unexamined. For all his constant contradictions, one subject Trump has 
remained consistent on is a steady stream of flattery of Putin’s strength and 


intelligence, especially via Twitter: 


e “Great move on delay (by V. Putin) - I always knew he was very smart!” — 


Friday 


e “The new joke in town is that Russia leaked the disastrous DNC e-mails, 
which should never have been written (stupid), because Putin likes me.” — 


July 25, 2016 


e “Do you think Putin will be going to The Miss Universe Pageant in 
November in Moscow — if so, will he become my new best friend?” — June 


18, 2013 


Stop. Read that last tweet again, Republicans. Does this really seem normal 
to you? Do no alarm bells begin to sound? What would President Ronald 


Reagan say? 


Rob Burgess, Tribune city editor, may be reached by calling 765-454-8577, 
via email at rob.burgess@kokomotribune.com or on Twitter at 


twitter.com/robaburg. 


